The Norwegian Elkhound Club of the Potomac Valley

Code of Ethics

As a member of the Norwegian Elkhound Club of the Potomac Valley, if I should plan to breed, I will strive to:

1. Conscientiously breed purebred Norwegian Elkhounds to such conformation, soundness and temperament as to conform as closely as possible to the official standard.  My breeding will be planned to aim for improvement in overall quality by the selection of good features and the elimination of faults.

2. Breed only mature animals that are free from any serious hereditary defect such as, but not limited to, Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) and hip Dysplasia.

3. Breed only mature animals that are free of disqualifications such as Monorchidism, Entropion (inverted eyelids), lop ears, stub tail or color other than gray, and to breed with consideration to improve all health issues, structure, and temperament. 
4. Maintain the best possible standards of care for my dogs such as sanitary livening conditions and maximum health protection through worming and inoculations.

5. Register my breeding stock with the American Kennel Club and keep accurate records of mating, pedigrees, health and registrations.

6. Withhold registrations certificate, by written agreement between the purchaser and myself, when the animal for sale has hereditary or disqualifying faults of such a nature as to make his or her use for breeding detrimental to the furtherance of the breed.

7. Have proper immunization for dogs at the time of release.

8. Refuse to deal knowingly with unethical dog breeders, retailer and wholesalers.

9. Sell Elkhounds, permit stud service and lease studs or bitches only to individuals who give satisfactory evidence they will give them proper care and attention and are in accord with this Code of Ethics.  I will make available to the novice the benefit of my advice and experience in all dog related issues not only breeding.  
10. Not place a puppy under eight (8) weeks of age in a new home or in accordance with the laws of the state in which I reside. 
11. Provide purchasers of my dogs written details on feeding, general care, data on worming, inoculations, a 5-generation pedigree, and offer information for NECPV membership...
12. Require written agreement signed by all parties to all sales and other transactions and accordingly complete and delivery the forms necessary for registrations.

13. Sell my Elkhound with a conscientious effort to maintain an honest and intelligent appraisal in accordance with this Code of Ethics in determining the price range. 

14. Describe my puppies under six months of age, when appropriate, as “promising” or “ a likely show prospect” and will place their value accordingly.  

When confronted by a situation not covered by this Code of Ethics, I will conduct myself as I would like to be treated under similar circumstances.

